JANUARY 2019

January is often a time of reflection and resolutions to do more
and do better in the new year. As
your electric cooperative, we’ve
made a few that we’d like to share.
First and foremost, we will do
whatever it takes this year—and
every year—to make sure the electricity keeps flowing. Bad weather
is inevitable, but our employees
will be on hand to make sure your
power is back on as quickly and
safely as possible.
We will continue to make
advancements to programs we offer
so you can save time and money.
We will continue to work internally to make sure every time you
flip the switch, the lights come
on and stay on through important
programs like right-of-way tree
service.
We will continue to be a part of
your community. This year, more
than ever, you’ll see co-op employees
volunteering for local community
groups, conducting school safety programs and sponsoring local events.
So what are your resolutions this
year? Not decided yet? We have
some suggestions!
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Resolutions for a happy new year

Sign Up for SmartHub

SmartHub can help you take control of your Warren RECC account
like never before: view your usage,
pay your bill, set up email/text
notifications about account activity,
report an outage and even set up
and manage AutoPay. All in one
place. Access SmartHub by visiting
www.wrecc.com or download the
SmartHub app today and see what
it can do for you.
Have an energy audit done on
your house
Did you know Warren RECC can
assist you with an energy audit and

help you learn ways to save energy
and lower your electric bill? Visit
wrecc.com to learn more about
energy audits and rebates available.

Make sure you perform that routine maintenance on your house
that you put off last year. From
caulk and weather stripping to
changing your
air filters, every
little bit
counts and
can add up to
big savings for
you in the new
year.

W. Scott Ramsey

CEO
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Winter weather forecasting is difficult
becomes colder than the thermostat setting inside your home, the
more energy you will use. If it is
30 degrees outside and your thermostat is set at 70 degrees that is
a 40-degree difference that your
heating system has to make up. One
metric we use to determine how
much the weather affects our electric bills is called “Heating Degree
Days,” or HDD. HDD is the number of degrees that a day’s average is
below 65 degrees or the temperature
below which buildings need to be
heated. The colder the weather, the
more heating degree days there will
be. That’s a number you do not want
to be high because in general, energy
bills increase pretty close to the same
percentage that degree days increase.
In 2018, we had an unusually high

number of heating degree days, and
our heating systems worked overtime. For 2019, there’s at least a 50
percent chance we’ll see the same
type of weather patterns.
Regardless of the forecast, it’s
important to understand that winter
weather is coming. While we can’t
control (or predict) the weather,
we can do several things to prepare
our houses and make sure they stay
warm this winter.
n If you normally set your thermostat at 74°F, try setting it to 72°F.
For every degree you lower your
thermostat, you will save money
on your bill. While no one likes
to be chilly in their own home,
throwing on a sweatshirt or an
extra blanket can be well worth
the energy savings.
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Weather forecasting is hard. In
a November Bowling Green Daily
News article, local meteorologists
talked at length about the imperfections and unknowns in the science
of predicting the weather. Last year,
we had one of the coldest winters
since 2014. According to the article
which cites the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA) Winter Weather Outlook,
there’s an equal chance that there
will be above- or below-average
temperatures this winter. NOAA
also predicts an equal chance for
above- or below-average precipitation in Kentucky. The only thing we
can be sure of is “100 percent chance
of experiencing winter between late
December and late March.”
As the temperature outside
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Thanks and blessings
n Ensure your windows and doors

are sealed well to prevent heat
loss. This is a good one for winter and summer alike. Make sure
your house is keeping the warm
air in this winter, and the cold air
in this summer.
n If you have a fireplace with a
chimney, close the damper when
not in use. Otherwise, heat goes
up the chimney and outside. This
is an easy one to forget, but is
very helpful in making the sure
your house is keeping as much
warm air inside as possible.
n Check to see if your attic
and walls need more insulation. According to the
North American Insulation
Manufacturers Association,
approximately 90 percent of U.S.
homes are under insulated. Take
a few minutes to do a quick
inspection in your attic. Having
the correct amount of attic
insulation can help you maintain a comfortable temperature
throughout your home.
n Consider using a water heater
blanket. Water heater blankets
are inexpensive, easy to install,
and efficient. According to the
Iowa Energy Center, a properly
installed blanket can reduce
energy loss by 25 to 45 percent,
a great return for an approximately $20 investment.
n And finally, have your friendly
HVAC person perform a routine check on your system every
year to make sure everything is
working properly and running
efficiently. An inefficient HVAC
system that’s already working
overtime in cold weather could
cost you lots of extra dollars on
your heating bill this winter.

Once again, we want to thank all of you for allowing us to be your electric
cooperative. It was so nice to see many of you at our holiday open houses in
November, our 80th anniversary celebrations back in June and throughout
the year at events in our community. It is our honor to serve you, and we
look forward to seeing you all year long.
Please stop by and see us, and while you’re here grab one of our 2019
cookbooks or a 2019 calendar. We’ve got some great member-submitted
photos this year!
We hope you had a very merry Christmas season, and look forward to
serving you throughout the New Year.

Morgantown Office—Betty Deweese and Lois Russ
with Warren RECC employee Lynn Pendley. Photo:
Patty Kantosky

Franklin Office—Linda Lainesse with
Director N.E. Reed and Kristie Reid of
Warren RECC. Photo: Patty Kantosky
Leitchfield Office—
Directors N.E. Reed
and Tim Purcell with
District Manager
Harold Miller. Photo:
Patty Kantosky

A crowd at the holiday open house in Bowling Green office. Photo: Tami Cohron
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Invest a little. Save a lot.
Saving energy at home can be simple and free: Turn off the lights
and TV when you’re not using them and lower the thermostat at night.
But for a bigger impact on your electric bill, make a little bit more of
an effort and invest a few bucks in energy-saving equipment.
Here’s what to buy:
LEDs Next time a lightbulb burns out, replace it with an LED. They
last for years and use their energy to produce light, not heat. LED bulbs
can screw right into the lamps and fixtures you have. But when it’s time
to replace those, consider buying LED fixtures for even greater savings.

Good-quality power strips Plug your electronics into good quality
power strips and unplug the strips before you go to bed at night. If
energy-intensive appliances like computers, printers and video game
consoles are left plugged in after you turn them off, they still use energy—constantly. The only way to stop wasting that energy is to unplug.
New windows If your old windows are single-pane versions, you
might as well leave them open all winter. They’re no match for the
cold air, which can seep through them. And they don’t do a good job
of keeping your heated air inside. If that’s too much for now, at least
plug the leaks around your windows and doors with weather stripping
or caulk.

MRECO

Window shades
Uncovered windows
are great for views, but
terrible for your energy
bill. Your heating bill
will be lower in the
winter and your airconditioning costs will
drop in the summer if
you use blinds, curtains
or awnings on windows. Uncover them on sunny winter days to let the
natural warmth come into your home, but close them up after dark
when the temperature dips.
Programmable thermostat Everyone forgets to lower the heat once
in a while. A programmable thermostat will do that for you. Program
yours to lower at bedtime, and then automatically warm the house up
just before everyone wakes up. It can lower the heat again once everyone leaves for school and work in the morning and crank it back up
before the family gets home in the afternoon.

The services of qualified technicians Keeping your heating and
cooling system clean and well-maintained will help it run smoother
and more efficiently. Likewise, keeping vents clear—including the one
for your clothes dryer—will keep your family safer and your appliances
running as they should.
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REPORT AN OUTAGE:
270-843-9710
888-604-4321 (toll free)

PAY BY PHONE:

270-842-3234
866-319-3234 (toll free)

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday–Friday
7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Bowling Green: 270-842-6541
Franklin: 270-586-3443
Leitchfield: 270-259-3161
Morgantown: 270-526-3384

SENIOR STAFF
W. Scott Ramsey | Chief Executive Officer
Dewayne McDonald | Vice President of Engineering & Operations
Rox’Anne Gray | Vice President of Administrative Services
Patty Kantosky | Vice President of Member Services
Kim Phelps | Sr. Director of Communications & Public Relations
Nancy Huffman | Assistant Secretary to the Board of Directors
Penney Baseheart | Executive Administrative Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
District 1 | Warren County | Terry A. Garmon
District 2 | Warren County | Orville W. “Pete” Dotson III
District 3 | Warren County | Michael W. McGuirk
District 4 | Barren & Edmonson Counties | N.E. Reed
District 5 | Simpson & Logan Counties | Joe B. Neely
District 6 | Butler & Ohio Counties | Dennis P. Ingram
District 7 | Grayson County | Tim Purcell

ONLINE
Use SmartHub online or the free mobile app to:
• Manage your electric account
• Pay your electric bill
• View your electric usage
• Set up email/text notifications
• Report a power outage

www.wrecc.com
Warren RECC is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

